The Merit Prize of English Junior Section

	Name of Winner
	: Wong Hoi Lam

	Name of School
	: St. Paul's Co-educational College

	Title of Book Read
	: Handle With Care

	Author
	: Jodi Picoult

	Publisher
	: Simon & Schuster


Things break all the time. Day breaks, waves break, voices break. Promises break. Hearts break. But how would you feel when your daughter would break even at the lightest touch? That’s the dilemma that Charlotte and Sean O’Keefe had to face in this heartwarming book.

Willow O’Keefe is born with osteogenesis imperfecta, or brittle bone disease. To Willow, this meant that she had to live every single moment under the risks of breaking her bones and even death; and to her parents it meant sleepless nights, mounting bills, the pitying stares of “luckier” parents and worst of all, the what-ifs.
After a disastrous vacation that results in Willow suffering a severe break, Sean meets with an attorney. The lawsuit they are encouraged to file is one of wrongful birth – which means suing the obstetric that treated Charlotte during her pregnancy for not informing earlier on that Willow suffered from this life-threatening condition. There’s just one catch – a wrongful birth lawsuit means that Sean and Charlotte will have to admit to the jury that if they had known about Willow’s illness earlier, they would have aborted her without a doubt. Also, the obstetric they are suing is Piper Reece, Charlotte’s best friend.

The story is told from several points of view how the lawsuit has affected each of the characters’ lives, and how it has broken the O’Keefe family apart. During the trial, it is revealed that there was evidence of osteogenesis imperfecta which Piper should have acted upon. It is also revealed by Amelia that Charlotte is only doing the trial for money and would never have aborted Willow. The jury rules in Charlotte’s favor and the family is awarded eight million dollars. After winning the court case, all seems well for the O’Keefe family, until Willow falls under the ice and drowns. At last, Charlotte decides to bury the cheque with Willow.

Under Picoult’s pen, Handle With Care is both a realistic story and an in-depth probing into morality issues. It is told from a variety of perspectives which allows the reader to have a detailed grasp of the storyline and the characteristics of the characters. The thought-provoking questions also lures the reader to read on. An element of surprise is added, so you will not know how the ending turns out until you read to the last page.

I think this book reflects strongly about human rights in today’s society. In many parts of the world, abortion is a very controversial issue. Is it legal or ethical to end the life of a fetus when it does not have a choice in the matter? In my opinion, I feel that aborting an unborn baby is not unlike murdering a person. As a fetus will also be a human, it should have human rights too. This then leads to the matter of discrimination. Some people abort their baby because it has mental or physical disabilities. But no matter how disabled a person is, he or she still has a right to live and to have a future of his or her own. On the other hand, if the baby is born, he or she will possibly live a painful and arduous life full of suffering and hardships. So, some parents may choose to abort the baby in order to lessen each other’s suffering. 

In this book, I admire Willow very much. Although she is in constant pain from the breaks that she is suffering from, she always tries to make the best for everybody. She is very selfless, as even though she knows that she is suffering more than most people, she does not try to seek consolation. I also appreciate Willow’s positive face towards life. A lot of people only blame God and have self-pity when they are afflicted by incurable diseases, but Willow, as a young child, understands that she must make the best use of her life. Despite her difficulties and differences from other people, Willow always puts on a brave face.

My heart fills with pain to see Willow having this disease. As a child, she has not even have time to appreciate the joys of life, only to be plagued by excruciating pain and isolation by others. She cannot enjoy the youthful innocence of her early years of life, and has no choice but to mature and accept reality. However, I think this has let Willow realize the meaning of life. Getting true happiness in life does not mean that you need to be perfect, but that having your family’s love and support is already supplying you with courage to endure any hardship.

I think we can learn a lot from this story. Firstly, we should be grateful for what we have now. Growing up in happiness, one often fails to appreciate what happiness really means. Nowadays, a lot of people are not satisfied by what they have. They neglect their family, and only seek for materialistic pleasure and enjoyment. We should know that there are lots of people who are not as better off as us, and we should treasure our families and friends, and live everyday like it is our last.

Lastly, we should be more understanding and caring to others. In the book, Piper, who was Charlotte’s best friend, feels angry and disappointed at Charlotte for suing her after being friends for so many years. But Piper did not understand that Charlotte was actually doing this for Willow. As Piper is a mother, so if she had tried to stand in Charlotte’s shoes, she would have understood that she herself would have done the same. Perhaps if Piper was more considerate, then both Charlotte and herself would have been spared the pain of losing their best friends.  

In conclusion, Picoult’s skilful writing has made this story come alive, allowing you to reflect on the complex problems in today’s society and letting you realize how lucky you truly are. I highly recommend this inspiring book to readers of all ages. 
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